
DAN BURTON, INDIANA,
CHAIRMAN

BENUAMINA, GILMAN, NEW YORK
CONSTANCE A. MDRELLA, MARYLAND
CHRISTOPHER SHAYS, CONNECTICUT
ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN. FLORIDA
.IOHN M McHUGH, NEW YORK
STEPHEN HORN, CALIFORNIA
.IOHN L MICA, FLORIDA
THOMAS M. DAVIS, VIRGINIA
MARK E SOUDER, INDIANA
.IOE SCARBOROUGH, FLORIDA
STEVEN C. lATOURETTE, OHIO
BOB BARR, GEORGIA
DAN MILLER, FLORIDA
OOUG OSE. CALIFORNIA
RON LEWIS, KENTUCKY
.10 ANN DAVIS. VIRGINIA
TODD RUSSELL PLATTS. PENNSYLVANIA
DAVE WELDON, FLORIDA
CHRIS CANNON. UTAH
ADAM H. PUTNAM, FLDRIDA
C.L. "BUTCH" OTTER. IDAHO
EDWARD L. SCHROCK. VIRGINIA
.IOHN J. DUNCAN, JR.. TENNESSEE

ONE HUNDRED SEVENTH CONGRESS

(:ongrtSS of tbt ~njttb $tatts

1t;>OUSt of l\tprtstntatibts

COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT REFORM

2157 RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING

WASHINGTON, DC 20515-6143

MA.K>RITY (202) 225-5074
FACSI (202) 225-3974
MINORITY (202) 225-5051
T1Y (202)22~2

www.house.gov/reform

August 3,2001

HENRY A WAXMAN, CALIFORNIA.
RANKING MlNORrTY MEMBER

TOM LANTOS, CAliFORNIA
MAJOR R. OWENS, NEW YORK
EDOLPHUS TOWNS, NEW YORK
PAUL E KANJORSKI, PENNSYLVANIA
PATSY T. MINK, HAWAII
CAROLYN B MALONEY , NEW YORK
ELEANOR HOlMES NORTON,

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
ELIJAH E CUMMINGS. MARYLAND
DENNIS J KUCINICH, OHIO
ROD R. BlAGOJEVICH, ILLINOIS
DANNY K. DAVIS, ILLINOIS
JOHN F TIERNEY, MASSACHUSETTS
JIM TURNER, TEXAS
THOMAS H. AllEN, MAINE
JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY , ILLINOIS
W... LACY CLAY. MISSOURI
DiANE E WATSON, CALIFORNIA

BERNARDSANDER5, VERMONT,
INDEPENDENT

The Honorable Dan Burton
Chainnan
Committee on Government Refom1
2157 Raybum House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chainnan Burton:

On June 15,2001, I sent you a letter asking you if you had plans to investigate reports in
the media that Karl Rove, Senior Advisor to the President, met with senior executives from Intel
Corp. who were seeking federal approval of a merger. At the time of the meeting, Mr. Rove
owned over $100,000 of Intel stock and the Bush Administration was apparently divided about
whether the merger should be approved. Less than two months after that meeting, the Bush
Administration approved the merger.

On June 25,2001, you replied to my letter. You stated that you would not investigate Mr.

Rove because the facts surrounding his involvement with Intel were less serious than examples
of conflicts of interest you chose not to investigate during the Clinton administration.

.On July 18, 200 I, however, you sent a letter to Secretary Thompson asking for personnel
information for 82 Department ofHealth and Human Services (HHS) employees. In that letter
you said that the Committee has uncovered substantial conflicts of interest among HHS advisory
committee members who considered cemin vaccine issues. However, none of the allegations of

conflict of interest detailed in your staff report, "Conflicts of Interest in Vaccine Policy Making,"
involve HHS employees. In fact, I am unaware of any evidence indicating that the HHS
employees named in your letter have conflicts of interest. Without any apparent evidence of

conflict to act as a factual basis for this request, the request looks like a very broad fishing

expedition.

There appears to be an inconsistency in your approach to investigating conflicts of
interest. In the case of Karl Rove, where we know that he held certain stocks and that he met
with companies in which he was invested, you choose not to investigate. However, in
investigating vaccine policy, you take a very different route. Without any factual basis for the

inquiry, you have made a very broad request to HHS for information on HHS employees,

including confidential financial information.
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I ask that you explain to me why the Committee is investigating conflicts of interest
involving these HHS employees, where there seems to be no evidence of conflicts, and at the
same time refusing to investigate Mr .Rove, where there is substantial evidence of conflicts of
interest.

Sincerely,

., It -J 6 J ~

l~ryA. Waxm':r-- ,

Ranking Minority Member

Members of the Committee on Government Reformcc:


